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Neighborhood Trees 101.

Considerations you need to make 
when deciding to plant a tree…

Or a Street tree.

The process for finding, locating, & 
planting a great tree.

How you can make sure you tree 
stays healthy and happy.
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Cool things trees can do…
Oh, what time can do…
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Why should you consider planting a tree(s)?
Trees impact you and your community in various ways – most 

good and some bad…

You don’t have to be a “Tree−Hugger” to understand the value of 
trees.

Trees do the following but not just the following:
• Add financial value to your home or business = more $$$
• Add aesthetics = Curb appeal = Increased business
• Cool parking lots = reduces Heat Island Effect
• Add interest to a property – Spring flowers, fruit, fall color
• Provide shade to cool = lower Air Conditioning use = Less $$$
• Provide wind breaks = lower Heating use = Less $$$
• Protect waterways and land from erosion damage
• Provide clean air – CO2 in O2 out = Awesome!!!
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Why should you consider planting a tree(s)?
$$$ Benefits To Tree Planting:

Additional Information Provided with respect to:  
TREE BENEFIT CALCULATOR
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Why should you consider planting a tree(s)?
$$$ Benefits To Tree Planting:
Additional Tree Benefit Calclulators:  
• i−Tree  (http://www.itreetools.org/index.php)

• National Tree Benefit Calculator 
(http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/mapselect.cfm)
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Deciding to plant a tree…
A list of things to consider:

• Do you own the property you are planting on?
• Do you have permission?
• Who will own and/or maintain the tree once planted?
• Do you have the space and clearance to plant in?
• Consider the species carefully – if you don’t know enough, 

do some research or speak to someone who knows.  
• Many communities have tree ordinances and preferences
• Consult a Certified Arborist or the Urban Forester

• Plant the “right tree in the right place”…
• The wrong tree in the wrong place can have long−term 

negative impacts;  most important of these − Life or property 
damage.

• REMEMBER:  If you don’t know if you can 
install a tree in your property or need 
assistance locating and installing a tree hire an 

ISA Certified Arborist.
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Right Tree…Right Place
Utility Corridor Guidelines
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities Before you Start:

Street Trees
“Street trees benefit our community in many ways. They define the character 
of our neighborhoods and add to the value of our properties. Street trees, 

generally located between the sidewalk and curb, provide aesthetic, 
environmental and socioeconomic benefits that help improve our quality of life. 

Lexington has more than 53,000 street trees varying in age, size and species. 
Common tree species include varieties of maple, oak, ash, pear and sycamore.

In Lexington, street trees are the responsibility of the abutting property owner to maintain.”
Courtesy of LFUCG Division of Environmental Policy
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities Before you Start:

• Consult the Urban Forestry Program at LFUCG, Division of Environmental Policy:  
http://www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=2863

• Tim Queary, 859−258−3404
• John Saylor, 859−258−3405

• LEXCALL SERVICE DESK
Dial 3−1−1 or (859) 425−2255
MAKE A SERVICE REQUEST
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities Before you Start:

PERMIT TO REMOVE OR REPLACE A STREET TREE
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities Before you Start:

• Check with the Urban Forestry Program at LFUCG, Division of Environmental 
Policy: 

STREET TREE GUIDELINES/APPROVED TREES 
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities Before you Start:

• Check with the Urban Forestry Program at LFUCG, Division of Environmental Policy: 
STREET TREE GUIDELINES/APPROVED TREES 
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities:

• Consider whether or not you are going to be able to maintain:
STREET TREE CLEARANCE 
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Planting the tree…
Check with Local Authorities:

Additional Information Provided with respect to:  
DID YOU GET A GREEN DOOR HANGER NOTICE? 
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Deciding to plant a tree…
Have a Plan.
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Selecting a Good tree…
A List of Things to Consider:

• Is the nursery/garden center well−
kept?  It could be an indication of 
the plant material conditions (stress, 
root rot, diseases, long−term issues).

• Does the tree selected look healthy?
• Where was the tree grown?
• Is it in a pot/container or burlap?
• Is the display lot/bed sopping wet or 

bone dry?
• Is the soil covering the trunk?
• Do the leaves look uniformly green 

(or proper color)?
• Is the tree symmetrical?  Straight?
• Is there 1 central leader/stem?
• Do the trunk and branches have 

noticeable damage?  Scrapes/Cuts?
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Planting the tree…
Creating a Proper Tree Planting Pit:

• Dig a hole, preferably by hand, to a 
depth = to the ball height and 2−3 
times the width of the ball.

• Taper the walls of the hole – no 
straight sides.

• Scarify or roughen the walls of the 
hole – no smooth spots.

• Remove root ball from 
container/burlap & wire cage.

• Keep the hole free of rock and free 
water – no mud.

• Backfill the hole with existing soil –
add organic material if soil is poor.
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Planting the tree…
Tree Placement & Staking:

• Set the tree straight in the ground.  
Check plumb from all sides.

• Consider if Staking is necessary for 
your tree:  Is it in a location vulnerable 
to high winds?  If so, stake… If not, 
don’t!
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Planting the tree…
Proper Mulching Technique:

• Backfill the hole around the ball 
compacting by hand as you go –
be careful not to put soil against the 
trunk and trunk flare!

• Provide 2”−4” of organic mulch.  
Keep off of the trunk!  DO NOT 
VOLCANO MULCH!!!
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Planting the tree…
Proper Mulching Technique:

• Backfill the hole around the ball 
compacting by hand as you go –
be careful not to put soil against the 
trunk and trunk flare!

• Provide 2”−4” of organic mulch.  
Keep off of the trunk!  DO NOT 
VOLCANO MULCH!!!
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Planting the tree…
Proper Mulching Technique:

Additional Information Provided with respect to:  
HOW TO MULCH AROUND A TREE
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Planting the tree…
Tree Protection & Wrapping

• Consider wrapping or protecting the 
trunks of newly planted Deciduous 
trees and thin−barked trees if:

• Trees will be exposed to 
extreme temperature variations 
– sun scald threat.

• Trees will be affected by wildlife
• Trees will be at risk from string−

trimmers and lawn mowers.
• Consider investing in screen 

wrapping, plastic tube/pipe 
wraps.  

• Avoid using wraps that come 
into direct contact with the 
trunk (paper wraps, etc.).
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Planting the tree…
Tree Protection & Wrapping
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Caring for the Tree…
Pruning & Maintenance

• An important part of tree planting 
and ownership is maintenance.

• Pruning and annual care are essential 
to maintaining healthy, rewarding, and 
safe trees.

• Pruning should be done to prevent 
future problems and when desired to 
suit the Owner’s aesthetic desires – to 
a point.

• NEVER “Top” a tree!
• Avoid creating Lollipop trees.  It’s not 

natural!

• REMEMBER:  If you can’t reach it 
you need to hire a Certified 
Arborist. 

• If you don’t know how and 
what to cut hire a Certified 
Arborist.
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Caring for the Tree…
Pruning & Maintenance

Topping is Bad for Trees!!!
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Good Resources for Property Owners…
And Do−It−Yourselfers:

www.treesaregood.org
www.treeownersmanual.info
www.isa−arbor.com
www.kyisatree.org
www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=295
8
www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=286
3
http://forestry.ky.gov
www.kyasla.org

OR email me at:
jonathan@pla−design.com
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QUESTIONS???
Feel Free to Download This Presentation in PDF 

format from my Website at: 
h t t p : / /www . p l a −de s i g n . c om /down l o ad s . h tm l


